@ EARTHWATEH

INSTITUTE

The partnership has given substantial support to Earthwatch field research projects.
Examples of projects supported include: research into the ecology and conservation of
platypus populations in Australia; researching botanical diversity in the rainforests of
Cameroon; examining Brazil’s rainforest wildlife; and conserving rainforests in Indonesia.

The partnership has also provided training workshops for Earthwatch and Rio Tinto —
sponsored scientists, supported environmental education events and involved Rio Tinto staff
in scientific field research projects as volunteer field assistants — providing Earthwatch with
valuable funding, labour and skKills.

Field projects selected for Rio Tinto staff involvement and other support have been based
either on their geographic relevance to Rio Tinto operations or the Group’s interest in the
research and conservation issues being addressed.

In addition to the ongoing core programme of capacity building and employee engagement,
Rio Tinto has provided significant technical support to the development of Earthwatch’s risk
assessment procedures for its field projects. In turn, Earthwatch has been able to give
valuable stakeholder input to Rio Tinto on biodiversity.

Earthwatch has embarked on a project, supported by Rio Tinto since 2003, to collect data
on the invertebrate populations of South Africa. Invertebrates range from ants, spiders and
butterflies to worms and snails. They are vital to sustaining ecosystems, contributing to the
efficient functioning of the ecology on which human survival depends.

The project represents a new approach to biodiversity conservation, altering the
conventional focus on plants and larger animals. The aims are to address the need for
sound data on invertebrate diversity and distribution in South Africa, highlight the
conservation value and significance of invertebrates, and establish databases of species of
special conservation value. The data can then be used by land use planners, conservation
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In west-central Brazil, eastern Bolivia and Paraguay, the Pantanal is the world’s largest Rio Tinto Limited
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